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Oxford High School Concert and Symphony Orches-
tras both scored superior marks in the annual Michigan 
School Band & Orchestra Association (MSBOA) Festi-
val on February 26.  The orchestras were judged in the 
catergories of tone, intonation, rhythm, technique and 
interpretation on a scale of 1 to 5.  A one is considered 
“superior.”  The OHS Concert Orchestra received  an over 
all “superior” rating, and the Symphony Orchestra scored 
“superior” marks from every judge in every category, 
becoming the first time in the OHS Symphony’s history 
that the highest marks were achieved in all categories.  

Oxford Community Schools houses one of Oakland 
County’s best orchestra programs and offers Suzuki vio-
lin & guitar, and elementary, middle school, and high 
school orchestras.  If your child would like to learn to 
play a stringed instrument, Oxford’s Orchestras offers 
a comprehensive music education in violin, viola, cello, 
or double bass for students pre-k through high school. 

Tuition-based Suzuki Method instruction is offered for 
pre-k through third-grade students interested in learn-
ing violin and guitar. Fourth-and fifth-grade students 
have the option of beginning a stringed instrument, 
tuition-free, in our first-year orchestra, which meets be-
fore school at Lakeville Elementary. Students are bussed 
after orchestra to their respective schools. After first-
year orchestra, second-year orchestra is offered (called 

our advanced elementary orchestra) and then students 
can continue their music studies through OMS and OHS.
To become more familiar with our orchestra program, 
please consider joining us at one of our upcoming events.   
All events are held in the Oxford Fine Arts Center at OHS 
at 7:00 PM:
            Tuesday, May 10 – OHS Spring Concert
            Tuesday, May 17 - OMS Spring Concert                                                                                                                                          
            Tuesday, June  7 – Elementary & Sixth-Grade 
                                            Spring Concert
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Nata-
lie Frakes at natalie.frakes@oxfordschools.org, or 
visit our website at oxfordorchestras.weebly.com

ORCHESTRAS SCORE SUPERIOR MARKS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR OSEC 

Oxford Schools Early College (OSEC) is  taking applica-
tions for any incoming 2016-17 freshmen, sophomores or  ju-
niors.  Students interested in earning their high school di-
ploma and up to 60 free credits towards their college degree 
in this rigorous five-year program should apply.  OSEC com-
bines the best of high school and an early college experience.  
Students are offered both traditional classroom instruction and 
online classes through Oxford High School, Oxford Virtual 
Academy, Rochester College and Macomb Community College. 
College credits earned are transferable to colleges and universi-
ties nationwide.  For more information and admission applica-
tion, please visit earlycollege.oxfordschools.org/future_students.   
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COMEDIAN BRIDGES CULTURES WITH HUMOR

Fulbright Scholar and comedian Jesse Appell entertained 
the crowd of both Chinese and American students, along 
with numerous state dignitaries, who came together to cel-
ebrate the Chinese New Year on February 5.  The evening 
began with a VIP reception  catered by  Oxford Schools Food 
Service, during which guests were entertained by a student 
orchestra ensemble before Appell took the stage.  Appell 
captivated the crowd, educating on the cultural differences 
and similarities of comedy between China and America.  

This year’s Chinese New Year celebration was unique with 
an opening act featuring a cross-cultural performance of 
the “Chinese Sign Dance.”  Both domestic students, who 
have been learning Mandarin Chinese for several years, as 
well as several international students at Oxford, performed 
the dance together. According to Chunchun Tang, Oxford 
Schools Director of  International Programs, “The students 
had been doing a lot of practicing and rehearsing for the 
dance, and they did a fantastic job on the night of the show. 
I think that is just another testimony to the offering of global 
learning and world language and culture here at Oxford.”  
Tang was very appreciative of the grant received from the 
Asian Society that paid for Appell’s trip and performance.

Appell, who is originally from Massachusetts, has found a 
passion and niche in the international comedic circuit as a   
master of  Xiangsheng (a Chinese comedic dialogue between 
two performers), bilingual improv and televised stand-up in 

China.  He creates online videos intended for Chinese 
audiences.  One video, “Laowai Style,” gathered two mil-
lion views across several media platforms.  Jill Lemond, 
Oxford Schools Director of International Operations, said 
Appell’s performance at Oxford went beyond the surface 
level of language and culture.  “It was very deep and really 
got into the intricacies of the culture as to why things are 
funny, what is humor, why does the audience matter to 
the performer, and how different is a bilingual audience 
verses a monolingual audience in China or America.”  

Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson addressed 
the crowd after Appell’s performance.  In 2007, he gave 
the charge to all 28 Oakland County School Districts to 
“learn Chinese—to read it and to understand.”   In his 
closing remarks, he commended Oxford for its passion 
and commitment to accepting his charge and excelling in 
it beyond his expectations.   Nine years after the initial 
request by the Oakland County Executive, all 28 school 
districts in Oakland County now have Mandarin pro-
grams; however, according to L. Brooks Patterson, Oxford 
remains at the top with its dedication and programming.  

Director of International Operations at Oxford 
Schools, Jill Lemond; Oxford Community Schools Su-
perintendent, Tim Throne; Oakland County Execu-
tive, L. Brooks Patterson;  Director of International 
Programs at Oxford Schools, Chunchun Tang; Michi-
gan State Representative, Brad Jacobsen; Au Gres-
Sims Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent, 
Lori Little; Au Gres-Sims Superintendent, Jeff Col-
lier; Principal of Oxford High School, Todd Dunckley



AquaClub was named a Top-200 Program in the U.S. by the 
USA Swimming Club Excellence Program. Oxford High 
School is proud to be the home of AquaClub, which was 
founded in 2014 by two-time Olympian Nimrod Shapira 
Bar-Or.  The goal of AquaClub is to build and foster a cul-
ture of swimmers with not only a great attitude but with 
gratitude as well.  It is committed to giving swimmers all 
the skills to become better people in and out of the pool. 

AquaClub programs include group and private lessons, and 
recreational and competitive teams.  Its highly decorated 
staff, which includes Dr. Buky Chass (two-time Israeli Na-
tional Coach), is devoted to maximizing the athletic potential 
of all athletes and helping them achieve personal goals. Sev-
eral swimmers who have participated with AquaClub’s com-
petitive teams have recieved college scholarships including  
Cheyne Stresky (Bethany College), Emily Shallman (Hill-
sdale College), and Devon Nowicki (Oakland University.)  

AQUACLUB NAMED TOP-200 
SWIM PROGRAM IN THE US

UPDATED SUPERINTENDENT 
OFFICE HOUR DATES

Please join Tim Throne, Superintendent of Oxford Com-
munity Schools, for informal conversation and updates in 
the district.

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
April 26, 2016
Lakeville Elementary School Media Center
1400 Lakeville Rd, Oxford

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
May 17, 2016
Oxford High School Media Center
745 N. Oxford Rd. Oxford

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
June 14, 2016
Oxford Virtual Academy
176 S. Washington St.  Oxford

Senior Alex Hrisopoulos became the second wrestler 
in Oxford history to reach 200 career wins this spring.  
Just before his final state wrestling match, Hrisopou-
los achieved his 200th victory on the mat. His coach, 
Paul McDevitt, regards this achievement as “incredible.”  
Hrisopoulos finished second in the state in the 140-pound 
weight class.  He ended his high school career with two 
second-place medals, one third-place medal and one fifth-
place medal in individual state competition.  According 
to McDevitt, Hrisopoulos is one of the best wrestlers to 
ever come through Oxford, both in character and skill, 
describing him as a great kid, great leader, a hard work-
er and someone who just does everything the right way.  

Photo courtesy of Sherman Publications
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OVA STUDENT HOLDS WORLD 
RECORD FOR POWERLIFTING

OVA student Trevor Bryant currently holds the Ama-
teur Powerlifting World Congress Record with a single 
-lift bench press of 418.5 pounds (raw) in the 220-pound 
weight class in the 16-17-year-old male division.  He 
set that record in 2014 and is now 18 years old and able 
to qualify for world-wide competition in a new age 
bracket.  His ultimate goal is to become the sixth per-
son in the world to bench-press 1,000 pounds (shirted.)  
 
Bryant’s passion for lifting began when he was just ten years 
old, and he took an interest in growing stronger like his 
dad.  He started with simple body weight movements such 
as pushups, sit-ups, yard work and moving furniture.  At 
age twelve, he became much more serious and moved on to 
weight training. Later that year, he entered his first power-
lifting competition with the United States American Pow-
erlifting League (USAPL) in the youngest division avail-
able, 13-15 years old, and took first place in the division.  

Six years later, trophies line the walls of Bryant’s home, and 
he is a world record holder.  Bryant has many mentors that 
he humbly looks up to and  always seeks to learn from the 
experience and wisdom of those who have accomplished 
more than he.  Bryant’s training schedule is extremely rig-
orous and requires countless hours in the gym.  Bryant is 
thankful for his family, training partners, and his coach 
Phill Stublensky, who encourage and support him every 
step of the way.  He is also grateful for the encouragement 
he receives scholastically and athletically from his OVA 
teachers and mentors.  With his time-consuming training 
schedule Bryant appreciates the flexibility that the OVA ed-
ucation allows so that he can both obtain his education and 
continue to excel world-wide in the sport of powerlifting.  

His successes have not been without struggles, set-
backs and injuries along the way, but he is driv-
en and presses on with the goal of “being better 
than who he was yesterday.” Way to go, Wildcat!

ONCE A WILDCAT,
 ALWAYS A WILDCAT.

CATCHING UP WITH AN OXFORD ALUM... 

Jacob Cutler (’15) is finishing his first year at the 
University of Michigan.  He was asked to reflect 
on how his Oxford experience has affected his col-
lege life and to share advice with current Wildcats.

“Oxford did a nice job preparing me for U of M, and I 
really value my IB education.  I can say that I never felt 
a large ‘jump’ in the difficulty of my coursework here at 
U of M.  Both my AP (Advanced Placement) and IB (In-
ternational Baccalaureate) coursework helped ready me 
for the college-level intensity of work I am doing now.   
The work I was required to exert for the extensive IB in-
ternal assessments was utterly comparable to the essays, 
research projects and lab reports that I have to perform 
on a weekly basis. My Oxford AP and IB coursework 
also allowed me to enter U of M with 32 college credits.

I have discovered the college experience is really what 
you make of it from the right amount of credits, to the 
perfect number of student organizations, to working 
out, to community service.  I’ve really learned to fig-
ure out what my values are, and how I want to spend 
my time each and every day.  I have had to re-evaluate 
my passions to determine my involvement in future 
activities.  After all, participating in student organi-
zations no longer gives you ‘points’ for admissions; it 
simply helps to enrich your experience in college.  Fig-
uring out how to balance my life has been a wonder-
ful learning curve – truly causing me to think about 
my passions and values more than I ever have before.
 
My advice to current Wildcats is to participate in 
classes and activities that really interest you.  The col-
lege application process is stressful, but do not let the 
pressure to over exert yourself take away from the 
rich array of options you have in front of you.  And if 
there is not an option at Oxford for what you want to 
do in your high school community, make it happen! 

Finally, I am sure that many students feel that Oxford is 
rather small, especially those who are soon-to-be gradu-
ates that are just waiting to break out to a new university 
or college.  I felt the same way.  However, Oxford is always 
so nice to come back to and will always be my home, so 
soak in the time you have left and don’t let the anticipa-
tion of the future shield you from enjoying the present.”
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WINTERFEST COURT
KING & QUEEN:                              Jared Dymond & Katrese Moll 
SENIORS:                                     Alicia Agular & Bradley Vandecar
                                                       Noah Szymanski & Kianna Ruehl 
                                                            Katrese Moll & Grant Gleason  
                                      Rosalind Schaussburger & Jared Dymond
JUNIORS:                               Jessica Bruske & Jonathan Carrerra
                                                         Manuel Lozano & Monae Evans
SOPHOMORES:                                      Ben Nuss & Trinity Munoz
FRESHMEN:                                      Audrey Krause &  Sam Murray
PRINCESS & PRINCE:                          Gretchen Stamp & Nick Pill





T O M O R R O W ’ S 
L E A D E R S  
 

STUDENTS ACROSS THE DISTRICT ENJOYED READING MONTH 

Community heroes read to DA 
students.

Lakeville kids love to 
read!

Leonard students celebrated the end of reading 
month with friends from a galaxy far, far, away...

Radio Host Blaine Fowler from 
96.3 WDVD read to OES students.

OES kids are all smiles 
during reading time.

Mrs. Powrie’s class at Clear Lake 
celebrated 12,061 minutes of reading!

The third graders from Leonard Elementary have 
been learning about Michigan’s history.  For the 
students’ summative assessment, they created a 
replica of a French trading post, similar to those 
of the past where French explorers would  trade 
spoons, bowls, beads and weapons for beaver 
pelts with Native Americans. The students made 
items such as necklaces, painted rocks, book-
marks, puppets and wooden tops to trade.  Paper 
beaver pelts were earned by students for going 
above and beyond in the classroom.  On trad-
ing day, students had the chance to trade their 
earned beaver pelts with their handmade items. 

LEONARD STUDENTS RE-CREATE FRENCH TRADING POST
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OHS LEADERSHIP HOSTS REGIONAL CONNECT CONFERENCE

 OSEC STUDENT ZACHARIAH SMITH 
SELECTED FOR ALL-STATE ORCHESTRA

Oxford High School sophomore Zachariah 
Smith was selected out of 2,000 students 
from across the state to play his double bass 

with the All-State Orchestra at the Michigan 
Music Conference in Grand Rapids on 
January 23.  Smith is a second-year student 
in the Oxford Schools Early College (OSEC) 
Program and a schools-of-choice student from 
Clarkston.  Smith only began playing the 
bass five years ago and with tremendous time 
and work, he advanced quickly in his skill.
His musical résumé consists of playing 
first chair in the Premier Middle School 
Orchestra at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp as 
a seventh grader and the following year, he 
was offered a scholarship to attend the Blue 
Lake  International Tour.  Smith played in 
the All-State Middle School Orchestra for 
two years, earning first chair in eighth grade.  
He has played in the Honors Orchestra 
at Oakland University and has had the 
opportunity to play for a number of college 
professors and clinicians at the University 
of Michigan Bass Bash, the Richard Davis 
Bass Conference at the University of 
Wisconsin and the Butler University Bass 
Camp.  Currently, he plays in the Chamber 
and Symphony Orchestras at Oxford High 
School and the Oakland Youth Symphony.

The Oxford Leadership Class was chosen 
from more than two-dozen applicants 
to be the host of the Michigan Student 
Leadership Regional Connect Conference. 
The Leadership Conference took place on 
February 5 at OHS.  Oxford students presented  
on two different topics to 130 students from 
seven different schools. The theme was 
“Growing Great Leaders” which related the 
development of student leadership to the 
cultivation of a farm.  The OHS Leadership 
Class did a terrific job representing Oxford 
with pride, compassion and excellence!

On March 21, OMS students and staff 
welcomed Molly, a Make-a-Wish recipient, 
into the Wildcat family!  Molly’s wish was to 
take a trip to Disney World with her family.  
This dream was able to come true because 
there are a great number of supporters 
of the Make-a-Wish Foundation.  OMS 
became one of those supporters this year 
when students participated in penny wars 
that raised $6,527.37!  All of the money 
was donated to Make-A-Wish Foundation.  
Molly thanked the Oxford Community 
for its support in raising enough money 
to make another wish come true!

A bus load of Oxford High School students 
traveled nine hours to New York City to 
explore the sites in January.  Some of the 
trip highlights included visiting the newly 
opened 9/11 memorial, climbing to the top 
of the Empire State Building and the Statue 
of Liberty, strolling through Times Square 
and seeing the Broadway musical Les 
Misérables.  Senior Katie Guthrie shared, 
“Overall, the trip I took to New York 
City with the Oxford Travel Club was an 
experience I would never trade for anything, 
and one I will cherish for the rest of my life.” 

OHS TRAVEL CLUB 
VISITS THE BIG APPLE

OMS STUDENTS MEET THEIR MAKE-A-WISH  RECIPIENT

Photo courtesy of Sherman Publications



TORC STUDENTS COLLECT  WATER  
& SUPPLIES FOR FLINT 

commitment of Team TORC and the Oxford Community…
I want to personally thank the eight FIRST Robotics Teams 
that showed up Sunday…it was truly an awesome sight.”

“We are just high school kids getting together and 
making a difference.  It was amazing to see all the 
different teams, that compete against each other 
at competitions, come together as one to help the 
Flint Community,” said TORC student Austin Purdy.

On Sunday, February 7, people across America were 
preparing to spend an evening with family and friends to 
watch the 2016 Super Bowl game.  In Oxford, students and 
parents from the FIRST Robotics Team 2137 – TORC, the 
Athletic Boosters, and an Oxford moms group gathered 
to deliver 3,100 cases, countless gallons of water and 
various other donations that they collected to Flint, MI.  

After hearing of the lead tainted water crisis Flint was 
experiencing, TORC chose to take action by, reaching out to 
community members, local businesses, and fellow students 
to collect bottled water and needed school supplies to help 
make a difference in the distressed community.  After 
spending seven hours Saturday, February 6, loading their 
collected donations on to a 57–foot semi-truck donated by 
Personal Touch Moving, the group traveled to Kettering 
University in Flint.  There, they united forces with seven 
other FIRST Robotics teams that joined their effort.  
Collectively between all eight teams they garnered 3,100 
cases and numerous gallons of water, collected $1,350 
in monetary donations and filled eight storage totes with 
school supplies for the Foss Avenue Food Bank in Flint.  
Bob Nichols, Director of FIRST Robotics Community 
Center at Kettering University, shared, “ I was completely 
blown away by the overwhelming dedication and 

DA & OES COMPETE IN SECOND ANNUAL SNOWMAN CHALLENGE
   DA and OES faced off in their second Annual Snowman Challenge on February 5. Staff members from 

both schools competed in dodgeball, sumo wrestling, and a snowman relay. Students got into the action by entering 
a raffle to play dodgeball against their teachers! At the end of the night, OES took home the Snowman Trophy.
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CLEAR LAKE RAISES RECORD AMOUNT IN 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART FUNDRAISER

Clear Lake Elementary students collected more than $7,000 for the 
American Heart Association during their Jump Rope for Heart Fundraiser 
on February 12, 2016. This amount of money is the highest ever raised 
in the history of Clear Lake Elementary School for this event.  The 
American Heart Association’s mission “is to build healthier lives, free 
of cardiovascular diseases and stroke.”  The support of Clear Lake 
students, parents and teachers will impact many lives for the better!

Student Immunizations Information

Get a head start updating your child’s immunizations before school starts this fall!
Immunization requirements for children:

 1) Entering kindergarten
 2) Entering seventh grade 
 3) Children entering a new school district in grades developmental kindergarten –twelfth grade.

Effective January 1, 2015,  all non-medical waivers must be obtained from the local health department, which you may contact for 
an appointment.  A certified (stamped, signed and dated) State of Michigan unaltered non-medical waiver form must be brought to 
your child’s school.

For further information, contact your local health department or go to www.MCIR.org.

KindergartenVision Screening Information

Vision screening is required for kindergarten entrance by Michigan Law (Public Health Code, Act 368 and Michigan School Code  
,Act 291).  The goal of the law is early identification and treatment of vision problems that can affect the child’s ability to learn. 

Vision screening done by a health department technician, a physician or an eye doctor fulfills this requirement.  Oakland County Health 
Division offers free screening by appointment for all county children who will enter kindergarten.  For an appointment, call (248) 424-7070.

North Oakland Health Center 1200 N Telegraph Rd. 34E, Pontiac, MI  48341
248-858-1280
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385 North Lapeer Road, Oxford 
(248) 628-3000
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> X-ray /Diagnostic Imaging

> Laboratory Blood Draw Station  

> Physical Therapy

McLaren Oakland  
Urgent Care


